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This cybernetic sculpture system that
focuses on the aspect of homeostatic
relation of art to its environment is a new
generation of environmental sculptures
based on the concept of stability and
disturbance.

It is a sculptural environment that is end-
owed with virtual intelligence, which
enables it to maintain its internal stability
by coordinated real-time spontaneous and
interactive responses that automatically
compensate for changes in the environ-
ment.

When a visitor enters the threshold of this
darkened space, his presence is sensed
by the sculpture's infrared and audio
antenna; thus by his movement and
sound, he stimulates and destabilizes the
sculpture from normal relaxed undulation
to excited rapid palpitation. It is only when
the visitor leaves that the sculpture
returns to its usual tranquil undulating
state, as if awaiting the next round of
confrontation.

In these times of extraordinarily rapid
change, We are all witnesses to the des-
tabilization taking place in our world. Thus
it is a relief and reassurance to discover in
Tsai's Work that each disturbance and
resulting chaos is followed by order in the
absence of human interference.

Wen-Ying Tsai
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Born in China in 1928.

Tsai, a pioneer researcher in electronic
and computer controlled sculpture since
early 1960's, has exhibited his cybernetic
sculpture in major museums throughout
the world, earning him international rekn-
own and setting a new direction for sculp-
ture beyond kinetic art.

1950-Came to the USA to study Mechani-
cal Engineering and Art at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, graduating in
'563. Worked for ten years as a con-
sulting engineer for architects.

1963~-Awarded the John Hay Whitney
Fellowship for painting.

1968~Second Prize in the E.A.T. competi-
tion sponsored by The Museum of
Modern Art for his Cybernetic Sculp-
ture, which was shown in THE
MACHINE at M\ O.M.A., N.Y.
Participated in Cybernetic Seren-
dipity at ICA, London.

1969~Fellow at the Center for Advanced
Visual Studies at M.I.T.

1971-Awarded "Best Fine Art in Steel” by
the American iron and Steel Insti-
tute.
-Moved to work in Paris and
continued to maintain a studio in
New York.

1970-91-His further innovation resulted in
the creation of diverse sculptures in
different media:
'UPWARD FALLING FOUNTAIN’
(Patented in U.S. and Japan), 1979;
"COMPUTER COLUMN' 1980 ;'CY-
BERNETIC WATER & SCULPTURE
SYSTEM', 1983 in ELECTRA at
Musee d'Art Moderne, Paris;'MUL-
TIPLE LIGHT COMPUTER ARRAY’
1985 ;'SPAZIO CIBERNETICO DI
TSAIl'-at LA BIENNALE DI VENEZIA,
1986 interactive and computerized ’
LIVING FOUNTAIN', completed in
1988 with a grant from IBM Gallery of
Science & Art.
During this period, He has done more
than 20 one-man exhibitions, plus
innumerable group exhibitions in the
USA and abroad, including Japan.

His sculptures are in the collection of
more than 30 museums including: Albright
Knox Art Gallery, Centre Georges
Pompidou, Hayden Gallery, M.L.T., Israel
Museum, Kaiser Wilhelm Museum, Museo
de Arte Contemporaneo de Caracas,
Museo de Bellas Artes, Ontario Science
Centre, Princeton Museum, Saibu Gas
Museum, Taiwan Museum of Art, Tate
Gallery, Whitney Museum of American Art.
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